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Minutes of the Southeastern Chapter 
of the 

Building Commissioning Association, Inc. 
 

The first meeting of the Southeastern Chapter of the Building Commissioning 
Association, Inc. was called to order by Mr. Stephen Wiggins 10:00 AM, June 14, 2002, 
at the D. Abbott Turner Center, 1703 Clifton Road, on the Emory campus, Atlanta, in 
Dekalb county, Georgia. 
 
1. Mr. Wiggins introduced himself as the Chairman of the national Building 

Committee Association’s Membership Committee and explained that it was his 
task to foster the development of regional chapters of the association and briefly 
described the genesis of the Southeastern Chapter.  Mr. Wiggins asked that those 
members of the Steering Committee, formed to assist in the initial organization of 
the chapter who were present, stand and be recognized. 

 
2. Mr. Wiggins then asked that those of the Steering Committee who had been 

elected to serve as the initial Directors of the Chapter remain standing and he 
introduced Mr. Robin Smith, Mr. Carl Lundstrom, Mr. Jonathon Clay, Mr. J. R. 
Anderson, and Mr. Jeff Rees to the group. 

 
3. Mr. Wiggins also recognized the individuals and organizations who had provided 

support and sponsorship of the Chapter and of this initial meeting, with particular 
recognition given to Winter Construction who had donated the commemorative 
hard hats and mugs and the development and mailing of the meeting 
announcement, and to Ms. Angie Cumbie of EMC Engineers, Inc. who had 
contributed many hours of effort in organizing and handling the registration for 
the meeting. 

 
4. Mr. Wiggins introduced Mr. Robin Smith, the President of the Southeastern 

Chapter, who chaired the remainder of the meeting.  Following welcoming 
remarks, Mr. Smith introduced Mr. Bob Hascall and Mr. Bob McMains, both of 
Emory University, who welcomed the group to the Emory campus and presented 
an overview of Emory’s commissioning program and the University’s 
commitment to the commissioning process. 

 
5. Mr. Smith emphasized the fact that the Chapter was a new organization, the first 

chapter recognized by the Building Commissioning Association.  He reported that 
the Chapter had established a challenging set of goals for itself and summarized 
these objectives: 

 
a. Establish a legal corporation for the Chapter and achieve national 

recognition and full chapter status.  Mr. Smith announced that the Chapter 
had achieved the first part of this goal – the state of Georgia had accepted 
the Chapter’s Articles of Incorporation and was in the process of 
reviewing our application for tax-exempt status. 
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b. Establish a thriving and diverse membership, including owners, design 

professionals, contractors, commissioning service providers, and others 
interested in the commissioning process. 

 
c. Seek new membership. 

 
d. Accelerate acceptance of the commissioning process as “business as 

usual” in the design and construction processes. 
 

e. Build a strong resource base for the critical needs of the Chapter 
membership. 

 
f. Forge strategic alliances with other organizations supportive of the goals 

of the Chapter. 
 
6. In support of the needs of the Chapter, Mr. Smith announced that four committees 

were being formed and introduced their respective Chairpersons and encouraged 
participation in their activities.  The committees announced were: 

 
Committee    Chairperson 

  Education    Mr. Carl Lundstrom 
       clundstrom@emcengineers.com 
       (678) 254-1221 
  Membership    Mr. Stephen Wiggins 
       swiggins@newcomb-boyd.com 
       (404) 730-8427 
  Communications   Ms. Betty Hearn 
       BHearn@onealinc.com 
  Administration   Mr. Jay Enck 
       hjenck@aol.com 
 

He reminded everyone that the Chapter was a young organization and encouraged 
participation in these committees by all interested. 

 
7. Mr. Smith introduced Mr. Rees, the Chapter Secretary who presented a short 

summary of how the Chapter came into existence, beginning with the decision 
made at the national BCA meeting in Cherry Hill, New Jersey by a number of 
attendees to form a regional chapter.  From the national membership in the 
southeast region, a steering committee of 15 volunteers was formed to begin the 
process of organizing the Chapter.  From this initial group, the committee elected 
5 initial Directors – Mr. Robin Smith, Mr. Carl Lundstrom, Mr. Jonathon Clay, 
Mr. J. R. Anderson, and Mr. Jeff Rees.  This initial group of Directors then 
elected the initial officers who served in the incorporation of the Chapter – Mr. 
Robin Smith, Chapter President; Mr. Carl Lundstrom, Chapter Treasurer; and Mr. 
Jeff Rees, Chapter Secretary.  The initial Directors have made a deliberate 
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decision to refrain from selecting a Chapter Vice-President until the full Board of 
Directors was elected by the membership. 

 
8. Mr. Rees reported that the Articles of Incorporation had been granted to the 

Southeastern Chapter of the Building Commissioning Association, Inc. on June 
12, 2002 by the Georgia Secretary of State.  As part of this filing, the Chapter had 
established a set of Chapter Bylaws.  This document, developed with the input 
and guidance of the national organization require membership in the national 
Building Commissioning Association as a condition of membership in the 
Southeastern Chapter.  At the time of this meeting, the Chapter had no members, 
as it had only commenced legal operations as of 9:00 AM that morning.  All 
qualified persons were encouraged to join and he announced that all who joined 
by the end of the next meeting, September 24, 2002, would qualify as charter 
members of the Chapter.  Chapter dues have been set at $50.00 per year, and the 
Board of Directors had decided that the initial memberships would be valid for 
the remainder of this year and for 2003.  Memberships will normally be valid for 
one calendar year, from January 1 through December 31. 

 
9. Mr. Rees also explained that the Chapter Bylaws called for a Board of Directors 

consisting of seven members.  The steering committee had decided to elect only 
enough Directors to allow the Chapter to incorporate and begin operations in the 
state of Georgia, with the remaining positions to be filled by election of the 
membership.  Nominations for the two open positions will be accepted at the next 
Chapter meeting.  All members of the Chapter are eligible to serve on the Board, 
subject only to the requirements of the Bylaws that only one representative of any 
given firm or organization may serve on the Board at a time.  Election of the new 
Directors will be by ballot, at a Chapter meeting to be scheduled for 
approximately mid November, to coincide with the national association’s election 
cycle. 

 
10. Mr. Rees announced that all of the Chapter’s official documents, Board and 

Chapter meeting minutes, and all other documents affecting the membership will 
be made available on the Chapter’s website, www.bcxa.org/southeast.  He 
stressed the point that, although the initial organizers of the Chapter were 
primarily from the Atlanta area, it is the Chapter’s intent that the organization be 
open to and inclusive of all who wish to participate and encouraged all to become 
involved in the Chapter’s activities. 

 
11. Mr. Smith reported that the Chapter was planning to hold four meetings a year, 

three in the southeast region, nominally a winter, summer and fall meeting.  The 
fourth, the spring meeting, will be held in conjunction with the national BCA 
meeting, at that location.  The fall meeting will be the annual meeting of the 
Chapter, as defined in the Chapter Bylaws.  Additional meetings can and will be 
held if supported by the membership.  He reported that the next meeting is 
scheduled for September 24, 2002, and will be hosted by the University of 
Alabama, Tuscaloosa.  Mr. Smith introduced Ms. Paula Marques as the hostess of 
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the meeting and encouraged all present to pick up the draft of the meeting notice, 
available at the registration desk and to plan to attend. 

 
12. Mr. Smith introduced Mr. Carl Lundstrom, Chairman of the Educational 

Committee.  Mr. Lundstrom outlined the plans for the educational program for 
future meetings.  It is the Chapter’s intent to provide formal training sessions at 
each regional meeting.  The plan is to maintain at least two tracks – one designed 
to meet the needs of owners, with the second intended to serve the needs and 
interests of commissioning service providers.  He requested that attendees fill out 
an interest’s questionnaire, available at the registration desk to assist in the 
development of programs of interest to the membership.  He also requested that 
anyone interested in participating in the Education Committee’s activities contact 
him. 

 
13. Mr. Lundstrom also announced that preliminary contacts have been made and 

tentative planning begun for the November fall meeting of the Chapter at Furman 
University, Greenville, South Carolina.  Details will be announced as plans are 
developed. 

 
14. Mr. Smith introduced Mr. Michael Weiss, the President of the Building 

Commissioning Association.  Mr. Weiss expressed his enthusiasm and support for 
the new Chapter.  He gave a brief overview of the growth and development of the 
Building Commissioning Association from a group of 5 people to the 
international organization it now is, with members from many countries and a 
developing local chapter program.  He described the BCA’s intensive 5-day 
training program for the commissioning process, to be held at Emory University, 
beginning July 19, 2002 and encouraged those interested to register for the course 
as space was limited. 

 
Mr. Weiss also described the national organization’s pending move from organizational 

and firm memberships to individual membership and the planned fee structure.  
This move is being made in preparation for the adoption of a certification 
program for commissioning providers and to make membership available to all 
who are interested. 

 
15. As Mr. Smith was called away briefly, Mr. Wiggins conducted a short discussion 

session, seeking input for possible future programs of interest to the attendees.  
Among the ideas expressed were: 

 
a. LEED certification and the involvement of commissioning in the process 
b. Interest in a national commissioning certification and what that would 

imply and require. 
c. How to manage the expectations of the commissioning process and how to 

determine what is required to qualify as a “commissioned” facility. 
d. Defining and managing the flow of the required information and 

documentation during the commissioning process. 






